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Hon, J. B. SLEEMAN: If the Minister
for Lands wants to say there are more I will
tell him all about it next week. I have the
figures and I say definitely there are no more
houses now than there were then.

The Minister for Lands: But we say that
there ure.

Hon. J. B. SLEEMAN: And that is one
of the reasons why I am not too cheerful
about granting this Supply, because the Gov-
ernment has broken every promise it has
made. At election time the Government said
that there were ne hospitals but with the
exeeption of the Royal Perth Hospital—
most of the plamning of which was ecarried
out by the previous Governments—the hos-
pital position is worse now than it was when
the Government was elected. Even the mem-
ber for Wagin on the opening day com-
plained of the state of affairs in the hos-
pitals in his distriet. The Government also
complained about the costs under a Labour
Government, but we now have the spectacle
of the Premier this evening complaining
ahout lhe eost of living and a few moments
ago he turned to his ecolleagnes and said that
more money must be obtained from
the railways, I wonld like to know what
the Country and Democratic League think
ahout that and what they are going to say
when extra charges are made on the rail-
ways, I have heen a member of this Parlia-
ment for approximately 24 years and I
think the most hypocritical thing I have ever
known a Government to do was the promised
amendment of the Legislative Couneil fran-
chise. To save its face it brought down
a Bill—not a bad little Bill either—but it
objected to this side bringing down a Bill
hecause it said that was the funetion of the
Government.

The CHATRMAN: T think the hon. mem-
ber is getting rather far from the preamble
of the Bill.

Hon. J. B, SLEEMAN: I am giving my .

reasons for not granting Supply cheerfully.
The Government said it was going to amend
the franchise of the Legislative Counci] and
when the Deputy Leader of the Labour
Party introduced a Bill to amend the fran-
chise the Government turned it down. Then
the Government brought down a Bill and
passed the word to its mates in another place
to turn the Bill down, and then it asks us to
grant Supply cheerfully. I say it should not

cheerfully be given 3s. let alone £3,000,000
and I move an amendment—

That at the end of line 4 the word ‘‘cheer-
fully’’ be struck out.

Amendment put and negatived.
Preamble put and passed:

Title—agreed to.

Bill reported without amendment, and the
report adopted.

Third Reading,

Read a third time and transmitied to the
Couneil.

House adjourned at 12.21 am (Weduesday),
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
pm., and read prayers.

QUESTIONS.
COMMUNIST ACTIVITIES.
Ag to Ensuring State’s Security.

Hon. H, HEARN asked the Chief Seere-
tary:

In view of the recent disclosures of the
subversive aectivities of Communists in
Britain, Canada, U.S.A, BSouth Africs,
Sonth America, Malaya, Indonesia, Italy,
France, Germany and other couniries, and
in view of the continuous industrial unrest
caused by the disruptive tactics of Com-
munists in Australia, is the Government
satisfied that the measures taken to ensure
the security of this State are adequate and
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that full information has been obtained re-
garding their activities?

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied:

The security in this respeet is primarily
a matter for the Commonwealth CGovern-
ment but the State is alert to the position.

PASTORAL INDUSTRY.

As to Re-appraisement of Leases.

Hon. R. M. FORREST asked the Chief
Seerctary:

(1) Has the re-appraizement of pastoral
leases, which was due in 1942, bheen com-
pleted?

(2) If so, what is the reason for the de-
lay in notifyving pastoral lessees?

(3) When is it anticipated that the re-
appraizement notices will be issned?

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied:

(1) No.

{2) See (1).

(3} It is anticipated that the issue of

the re-rppraisement notices will commence
before the end of August.

BILL—SUPPLY (No. 1), £3,800,000.
Standing Orders Suspension,

On motion by the Chief Secretary, re-
solved:

That 20 much of the Standing Orders be sus-
pended as is neeessary to enable a Supply Bill
to be passed through all its stages at the one
sitting.

First Reading.

Rill veceived from the Assembly and
read a first time,

Second Reading.

THE CHIET SECRETARY (Hon. H. 8.
W, Parker—DMletropolitan-Suburban) [+.40]
in moving the second reading said: This is
the usual Supply Bill brought forward at
the commencement of each session by which
Supply is sought to maintain the services
of the State unti| such time as the Estimates
are passed by Parliament. The Estimates,
which are in course of preparation, will he
submitted as soon as possible after the Pre-
miers’ Conference and Loan Counecif meet-
ing in August, at which Commonwealth-State
financial relations will be discussed. Ob-
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viously, details of the amounts cannot be
given until after the conference takes place.

The sum required 'under this Bill is

£3,800,000 comprising—

Consolidated Revenue Fund .. £3,000,000

General Loan Fund 500,000

Treasurer’s Advance 300,000
Total  £3,500,000

This sum is £700,000 in cxcess of that
asked for last year and is accounted for by
rising costs and wages.- It was estimated
that last year’s deficit wonld amount to
£681,778, but after taking into consideration
the special grant from the Commonwealth
of £1,000,000, the aetnal loss totalled
£352,082. The revenue for 1947-48 amount-
ed to £16,710,310, an excess of £967,660 over
the cstimate. This does noi inelude the
special grant of £1,000,000. The excess was
made up as follows:—

£

Taxation 146,191
Territorial . . 63,004
Law Courts .. .- e 16,569
Departmental 307,820
Royal Mint 3,240
Trading Concerns 12,460
Publie Utilities 418,376

Total 967,660

Last vear’s expenditure was £18,062,392,
this being £1,637,964 in exeess of the esti-

mate. The excess expenditure was aceounted
for by—
£
Interest and Slnkmg Fund . 11,981
Exehange .. 38,795
Social E\pendltum 208,894
Pensions . 36,286
Qther Publie Works 15,813
Public Ttilities 1,042,724
Other Expenditure 193,511
Total 1,637,964

The general in¢rease in the cost of
materials and in wages and salaries and the
gradoal overhauling of deferred mainten-
ance have substantially added to the State’s
financial obligations. I move—

That the Bill be now read a second time.

HON, A. THOMSON (Soutbh-East)
[4.44]: As has been pointed out by the
Chief Seeretary, it has been the custom
to pass a Supply Bill at this stage of the
session and, generally speaking, Supply has
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been granted without debate. In view of
the discussions that have been taking place
and the criticism that is being levelled at
the Government, I feel justified in passing
a few remarks, though there has not been
time closely to investigate the figures that
have been placed before us this afternoon.
I recall that many years ago the term
‘‘one a million’’ was considered to be
rather a joke and the then Premier brightly
asked, ‘*Well, where is the deficit? It is
in the pockets of the people.”’ Nowadays
we ave asked to deal in sums of woney that
those who have been in Parliament for a
number of years scarcely dreamed would
ever be reached.

It seems to me that a certain amount of
the criticism that is being levelled at the
Uovernment is rather hypoeritical, seeing
that those who are indulging in severe
eriticism today were in control of the 8-
nances of the State for over 14 years.

Hon, G. Fraser: But never let them drift
to the extent they have dritted now.

Hon, A. THOMSON: The amount of
money that is required to meet deferred
maintenance was a legaey to the present
(Government, and I consider that the people
to whom T have referred might be a liitle
less eritical nnd more constructive in their
¢ritieism.  Notwithstanding the appalling
state into which our railways have fallen
and the difficulties confronting the State,
I hold that the present Government is deing
o very good job. In saying this T am speak-
ing off my own bat and not neeessarily in
defenve of the Administration, The Govern-
ntent has a very dillieult task ahead and
those members who are eriticising the Ad-
minisiration should appreeiate the tremend-
ous ineresse that has ocenrred in the cost
of material and labour. I regret to say
that there has been frustration as regards
reaching that golden age of which the
Prime Minister speaks so freely and which
certainly seems to be remote, especially for
the seeuring of increased production, which
he is seeking to obtain. For my part I
hope he will obtain it. He can be sure
thet the Government and DParliament of
this State will assist him to their utmost
in that diveetion.

I intend to support the second reading
of the Rill. T have never known this Hounse
to objeet to the passing of a Supply Bill,
but I desire to take this opportunity to

direet attention to the position in which
members are placed as a result of the
actions of Government servanis, Parlia-
ment is supposed to be supreme in the land.
With a genera) desire to obtain informa-
tion, I asked a question of the Chief Seere-
tary yesterday. For what I am about to
say, I do not hold the (tovernment to be
entirely blameless, because those of us who
have been in Parliameni for some years
are aware that questions put on the notice
paper by members are handed to the de-
partments and the replies are given by the
departments,

I contend that when a member sets out
to obtain information as to how some of
our finances are drifting, he is at least
entitled to be given the particulars he is
seeking. Yesterday I asked this question-—

What were the eonditions made by the Gov-
ernment when it entered into a contract to
supply electric current to the City of Perth
and the price per unit?

That should not have been an impossible
question for the Government or the depart-
menta] officer to answer. But what do we
get? The reply was—

Conditions of supply and the basis on which
the price per unit is ealeulated are as set out
in Act No. 30 of 1913.

A most interesting reply! Everybody
knows that is where it came from, But—
if I may use the term—the dogs have been
barking in the street for many years thaf
the Government has heen losing an enor-
mous sum of money annually through
having entered into that eontract. It has
been a very profitable contract for the
Perth City Couneil! That Aet was pnssed
in 1913, and I think the time is opportune
to revive public interest in it and to let the
people know just exactly where we stand.
If we can judge by a statement made in
ancther place, there are to be increased
fares and freights on the railways, That is
excellent as far as the people living in the
metropolitan area are concermed, Tt will
not cost them a razoo. The increases will
be paid by those living in the country areas.
They are the ones who will meel the added
fares and freights,

Hon. G. Bennetis: They are the ones that
produce the wealth, too.

Hon. A, THOMSON : Quite trne. They are
the ones who greate the wealth of the State;
and the amazing part is that they pay
freight on goods going out to the country
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angd also suffer a deduetion from the returns
for their product when it goes to foreign
markets. I wanted to find ont what was the
position with regard to the cheap supply of
eleetricity to the metropolitan area. There was
nothing personal in the matter, I merely
asked questions with a desire to seek infor-
mation. Surely we are entitled to have
sueh information supplied to us instead of
receiving an jmpudent reply like that! Tt
is nothing more or less than downright
impudence for an officer of a public depart-
ment to dare to send s reply of that kind
to any member of Parliament,

Hon, G, Fraser: It shows the weakness
of the Minister in allowing him to do it.

Hop. A. THOMSON: Nobody knows
hetter than the hon. member—and I
am not going to allow him to sidetrack me
—that the Ministers of his Government did
Just exactly the same as the Ministers of the
present Government: they handed the ques-
tions to the department, The Ministers of
the present Government have no more hope
of supplying this information than had Min-
isters of the Labour Government, and nobody
knows that hetter than the hon, member.

Hon. G. Fraser: They conld send the
answer hack and tell the department that
they wanted a proper reply.

Hon. A. THOMSON: I am not going to
enter into an argument. I am dealing with
what I consider an insult to Parliament.
My second question yesterday was—

What were the conditions made hy the Gov-
ernment when it entered into a contract to
supply eleetrie current to the Fremantle Muni-
cipality, and the price per unit®

The reply was—

Conditions and prices are contained in an
agreement entered into by the Premier of
‘Western Australia and the Commissioner of
Railways on the one hand, and the Fremantle
Municipal Tramways and Electric Lighting
Board on the other hand. Copy of apreement
may be seen by the hon. member at the Elge-
trieity Commisgion’s office, Muorray-street.

Hon. G. Fraser: They did not even tell
you that the option of renewing the contract
was with the consumers and not the pro-
ducer,

Hon. A, THOMBON: I am seeking in-
formation. The hon, member, judging by
his interjeetions, knows more about it than
I do. Here is the position: As a member
of thig Parliament I ask a question of the
Chief Secretary and am told that if T will

7

go to the Eleetricity Commission’s office
I may see a copy of an agreement, I think
it is time a strong protest was made against
any Government and any Government offi-
cial taking such a high stand and telling
us that if we will condescend to go down
to a certain office, we will get what we
wané,

Hon. G, Fraser: It looks as thongh the
Government is prepared to let under-
strappers do the job.

Hon. A. THO. ISON: The present Govern-
ment is merely carrying on the same policy
as the previous Government. I certainly
received the jnformation, in reply to
another question, that the generating cost
per kilowatt-houy for 1947-48 was 1.03d.
Here is an amazing thing! The Govern-
ment is being severely eriticised for the
drift in its finances. Buf it has not been
in office long enough to alter the finanecial
arrangements.

Hon. G. Fraser: It bas been in office long
enough to let the finances drift.

Hon. A. THOMSON: Yes, and the hon.
member’s Government was in office for 14
years and let them drift very hadly.

Hor. G. Fraser: Not a drift like this
one.

Hon. C. F. Baxter: It is hard to stop a
bolting horse, you know.

Hon. A. THOMSON : When we ask what
is the loss we are told—

Losues over the 31-year period of the econ-

tracts have not been separately recorded for
the two consumers referred to.
The Electricity Commission will be in charge
of a scheme which will involve the expendi-
ture of millions of pounds, yet those im
charge calmly tell us that they are not in a
posttion to state what the loss from these
eontracts has been to the Government over
a period of 31 years.

Hon, E. M, Davies: The Electricity Com-
mission has not been in existenece for 31
years. The Public Works Department
formerly administered it.

Hon. A. THOMSON: I asked the Govern-
ment to supply the information, not the
Public Works Department, and I think we
are eatitled to know. 1 want to ascertain
what the 1oss has meant to the Government
of Western Australia. We have to realise
that the Perth Municipal Counecil and the
Tramways Department have been receiving
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electric current at a loss to the (fovernment
for many years, and I and the people I repre-
sent in the eountry have to bear a share of
that loss.  Surely, therefore, I am entitled
to seek that information. Publicity having
been given to this matter—and I think it
ought to receive publicity—I consider that
these Government officials should be put in
their place and told that when Parliament
wantg information members have a right to
obtain it.

One of my reasons for speaking in this
debate was to voice my protest. For far
too long we have been governed by boards
ond bureaucratic institutions, It is not the
Government that is governing. I strongly
object to receiving such replies to my ques-
tions as were given yesterday. I feel it is
an insuit to Parliament and I offer no
apology for drawing attention to the matter.
I consider it is fime we received decent re-
plies when we are genuinely seeking informa-
tion. I do pot ask my questions idly, I
had a specific ohjeet, with which T will deal
during the Address-in-reply dehaite.

Hon. G. Bennctts: You never got replics
like that from Labour Ministers,

Hon. Sir Charles Latham:
Wworse,

Hon. A. THOMSOX : Whether we did or
not, I am referring to the future and think
it is time thot somcthing was done to pre-
vent such insulting replies heing reeeived
from departments. While T congratulate
you on the position you now hoeld, Sir, as
President in this House, I remember that
when you were on the floor of the House
you wcre one of those who dealt with the
finances of the State and generally gave
them a keenly critical examination. For that
reason you arve missed from the fooy of the
House. I support the measare.

They were

HON. E. H GRAY (West) [5.2]: This
Bill is uvsually taken as a formal matter.
As Mr, Thomson has said, you, Sir, were our
financial expert when on the flooy of the
House, and always gave a most infermative
criticism of Government finance, botly on
Supply Bills and when the appropriation
measure came hefore ithe House. Referring
to Labour Party members in this Chamber,
I cannot remember even the late Mr. Drew,
.when he was the Labour leader in the House,
speaking on a Saopply Bill. It was always

taken as a matter of course. Members must
be carcful what they do in this Chamber
with money Bills, as our authority is limited.

1 have risen to rveply to some of the re-
marks of Mr. Thomson, who took the oppor-
tunity to have a shot at the Opposition in
another place for the eriticism they voiced
last night when speaking on the Supply Bill.
He also referred to the bad financial ad-
ministration of Labour Governments, bug
there he made a big mistake, I will repeat
the figures given in another place, which I
have found on inquiry to be correct. From
1916 onwards, with 20 years of Lahour Gov-
ernments in this State, the deficits reached
a total of £2,500,000. From 1916 to 1924,
when anti-Labour Governments were in
power, the deficits reached a total of
£4,779,000. Therefore anti-Labour Govern-
ments were far worse finaneial administra-
tors than were the Labour Governments.
The indications given by this Supply Bill
should point out to the people of Western
Australia the neecessity of quickly changing
the Government of the State.

Heon. Y., Craig: There is not an election
on now.

TTon. E. H. GRAY: The Leader of the
Opposition and other members in another
plage had every right to criticise the biggest
Supply Bill that has cver becn introduced
into that House. TIn 1943 the Supply Bill
was for £2,500,000. In 1946 it was for
£2,700,000, In 1947 it was for £3,100,000,
and this year £3,800,000, or £700,000 more-
than that of last year.

When introducing the Bill to this ITousc
the Chiel Seerctary blamed 1{he 40-hour
week for a lot of the inercased expenditure.
Tt iy time that public men, members of Par-
liament, and husiness people were more
eareful in their utterances on the cause of
increased expenditure.  The same thing
used to be said when the movement for the
B-hour day started in Australia. It was
held then that the 48-honr week would ruin
business but, when the B8-hour day was
bronght into foree in Australia, the workers
produced more than they did in other coun-
tries that were still working 10 or 12 hours a
dayv.

I do not contend that there is no increased
cost, but instead of blaming the increased
oxpenditare on to the shorter hours being
worked, I feel it is the duty of public men,
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Ministers, members of Parliament, employ-
ers and workers, to get together and cut out
as far as possible all useless labour and
expense. If the Railway Department paid
more attention to ity employces at Midland
Junetion and if those who conduet factories
all over Australia did likewise, it would be
found that there are many avenues for
economy in the present system of producing
goods, It wounld then quickly be realised
that we are hlaming the wrong causes for
increased costs.

It may bLe found in the near future that
we are in the same position as we were in
years ago, and that we can produce more
goods in a 40-hour week than we did in 48
hours. What is most wanted now is closer
co-operation and not eriticism such as is
being voiced through the Press.  Let the
workers’ organisations and the bosses get
together, and let the bosses provide all pos-
sible assistance in the workshops to enable
men to do their jobs efficiently. I refer to
better lighting, feeding 'facilities, other
amenities and so on. If that is done, pro-
duction wil] be inereased. I protest against
Mr. Thomsen having got in that shot under
the lap. He was wrong, as it has been
proved over the years that Labour Govern-
ments are better finanea) adminisirators
than are anti-Labour (overnments in this
State. I support the measure.

. \ -

HON. SIR CHARLES LATHAM (East)
[5.8]: I suppose that the Supply Bill is to
cater for a period of two months, though
the Chief Seeretary did not say so. Pre-
sumably the Eslimates will be infroduced
in another place at the end of August or
the beginning of September; otherwise
there will have to be another Supply Bill
before the House. Tt is necessary, of
course, for the Gavernment to have Supply,
and over a very long period it has been the
enstom for a Supply Bill fo be introduced.
Mr. Gray has pointed out the defieiis that
occurred during the administration of Lab-
onr Governments, but he did not tell the
House the value of the assets at the begin-
ning of that period and at the end of it,
and the maintenance costs.

When the Government changed in 1930,
I remember, conditions were deplorable,
No matter what Treasurer had been in
charge of the affairs of the country at that
time, it would have been impossible for

him to make ends meet, or anywhere near
it .  Thousands of people were out of em-
ployment and, instead of maintaining our
railways and other utilities at the requisite
high standard, they were neglected. We
can change defieits into surpluses if we
neglect mainienance costs, and that is what
happened in the past. I believe that Govern-
ments during the last 14 years werc respon-
sible for the bad condition of our railways
today. )

During the war years it was impossible
to maintain the raillways at a high stan-
dard and sinee then, if one reads the re-
quests put up to Ministers of the day ask-
ing for money for new engines and rolling-
stock, one must feel eonvinced that the
Labour Government was not awake %o its
responsibility in the matter of maintaining
the railways, Tt is in the railwnys that
our hig deficiis arve oceurring today, as well
as in cother publiec utilities.

Hon. E. H, Gray: It is unfair competi-
tion.

Hon. Sir CHARLES LATHAM: I can-
not helieve that Mr. Gray thinks that, any
more than he thinks a man working 40
hours ean do as much as he could if work-
ing 48 hours.

Hon. E. H. Gray: It needs hetter drgani-
sation.

Hon. 8ir CHARLES LATHAM: Of
course, we can have machinery and so on
to help the men, but when referring to the
sums of money asked for by Treasurers in
the past, let it he remembered that our
curreney has deprecizted in comparison with
what applied in those days. Today £1 buys
about what 12s, would buy in 1921.. In faect,
I am not sure that £1 today would e equal
to 123. at that time. Governments must
therefore incrcase their requests for money
in proportion to the depreciation of their
currency. In the cirecumstances, T do not
think that the amount requested in this
Bill iz excessive, or that the Government
is asking for an unreasonably large sum
of money.

The Gtovernment must give consideration
to how it ean save money and still maintain
its responsibility in the matter of expendi-
ture. I believe we can get far betfer ser-
viee by letting out jobs by contraet in this
State than having them done by day lahour.
I think the men would be betfer off and that
they would be willing to work harder if it
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were not for the fact that some of their
advisers are telling them they are being ex-
ploited.

Hon, G, Fraser: That is oot borne out
by State housing.

Hon. Sir CHARLES LATHAM: We may
some day find out what State housing means
to us, and I am not sure that we have yet
- been told the actual cost of these buildings.
I hope we will gventually have a clear fi-
nancial statement as to what they are actually
eosting. I can refer members to other ex-
penditure in this State as, for example,
expenditnre on farms acqu red by returned
soldiers. On many of those farms, the im-
provements carried out have been at a cost
far out of proportion to their value. If the
war service homes are costing anything like
as much iy proportion, it is just as well that
the Commonwealth Goverament is facing the
liability of having to write that cost down,
though the taxpayers of the country have
to pay for it, even then.

Hon. G. Fraser: Houses ean be built
more cheaply by day labour than by con-
tract.

Hon. Sir CHARLES LATHAM: I do not
believe it, though I do not know whether
Mr. Fraser has more information on this
subject than I have. I suggest that the
time of the architect, draftsmen, super-
visors and «0 on, i5 not charged against
the buiiding, but the private individual
has to charge hiz own expenses, as he
has to find that money. I think the cost
of buildings with the supervision that is
necessary under the contract system will be
found to be cheaper than that under the
day labour system.

Yo Sydney recently a bricklayer, work-
ing on a building, said to me, **This is
child’s play today. When I was contract-
ing for myself I laid 900 bricks a day, but
now my limit is 330."' That must mean
additional cost for the building. I pre-
same the fact that only about one-third of
the former number of bricks is now laid
is due to the 40-hour week as against, per-
haps, 50 hours in other days. Apparently
350 bricks is the maximum number brick-
layers are now allowed to lay.

Hon. G. Fraser: I have checked on that,
and it is incorrect.

Hon., Sir CHARLES LATHAM: We
will find ouft what is correet. This man

was a contractor in the old days, and I
have told the House the information he
gave me. We cannot expect our money to
be of the same value today as it was when
work was performed in the way I have
mentioned. We should not be too eritical
unless we are prepared to show how it is
possible to get greater value for our money
at the present time. I believe the Govern-
ment would be well advised to let out a lot
more work by contraet. Naturally, super-
vision would be necessary in order to en-
sure that the work was thoronghly and
properly done.

I support the remarks of My, Thomson
and agree that we most he very ecareful
about the so-called new order. I do nat
know what that actually means, hot we know
that in some ecountries the Governments
control the people whereas in Australia the
people bave been allowed to control the Gov-
ernments, We should understand what a
Government econsists of, It comprises the
Crovernor. and his Ministers, two Houses
of Parliament—and the Public Service,
Members should not forget that the Public
Service enters into the question of govern-
ment. With Mr. Thomson, I ohject to the
serviee dictating to Parliament. T do not
care whether o Labour or an anti-Labour
Government he in power; s&mh a state of
affairs should not be tolerated.

Recently, the House Committee, which
comprises representatives of hoth Houses
of Parliament, submitted a request to the
Publiec Works Department and the reply
received was eertainly impudent and shounld
not he permiited by Parliament itself. T
agree with Mr. Thomson that when a re-
quest is made through the Minister for eer-
tain information, the reply received should
be reliable and it should be eouched in
terms satisfactory to Parliament. After
all, we represent the people and the
people control the Government, We should
not lose sight of that fact. Possibly even
what is said on the subject in this House
may have some effect on those whose duty
it is to supply information to hon. mem-
bers, who are entitled to information on
any subject at all that is not of a private
nature.

The electricity agreement entered into in
1913 was not a private document, and there-
fore the people have a right to know all ahout
it. It may have been considered a very good
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agreement at the time i was made, but it
covered a very lengthy period, and who can
tell at any time what is ahead of us? We
might have either a deflated or an inflated
currency in the future, and we certainly
have noticed the inflationary tendency re-
cently. I do not biame the Government of
the day for entering into the agreement
because the effect might have been to help
industry. My information is that the
Perth City Council has made very large
profits out of the agreement and, instead
of the benefit being felt by industry, the
mohey So derived has been spent on roads
and footpaths which, to my mind, has heen
quite wrong.

If electricity is obtained cheaply, in the
tnterests of the State it should be made
available to industry at n low cost. If a
bad eontract was made with the Govern-
ment and the Government was responsible
for jt, we must not forget that the Govern-
ment represents the people end if any
profits are made as a result of such an
arreement, the money should be used in
the people’s favour, which could be done
by helping to build up ounr industrial de-
velopment. That could have been accom-
plished had the City Couneil supplied
cheap current to induséries established
within its houndaries.

That remark might also apply fo the
Fremantle City Counecil, the contract with
which 15 somewhat similar to that entered
into by the Perth City Council. As there
are some members in this Chamber who are
associated with those bodies, possibly they
will give consideration fo the provision of
cheap current to industries. I realise that
the House must pass the Supply Bill, but
T would like to know from the Minister
whether provision is made for two months
or three months.

The Chief Secretary: The Bill speaks
for itself and sets out that it is to make
temporary advances, and so on, for the fi-
nancial year.

Hon. Sir CHARLES LATHAM: I know
that, nt usually we are told whether the
Supply is for two months or three months.
As the figures for last year amounted to
something like £18,000,000, T shounld say
the supply is for two months.

The Chief Secretary: It is the usual
Supply Bill introduced at this stage of the
session,

Hon., Sir CHARLES LATHAM: Of
course, we will bave to deal with another
Supply Bill before the Estimates are passed
in another place and the Appropriation
Bill reaches us.

Hon, C. F. Baxter: At any rate, most
of this money has probably been spent.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. H. S.
W. Parker-—Metropolitan-Suburban—in re-
ply} [5.20]: Replying first to Mr, Thom-
son’s remarks, I regret that the answer to
his question was handed to me only just
before the Honse met, and I read it as I
received it. I agree that he should have
funther information, and I trust he will
obtair, it. The eriticism indulged in by
Mr. Gray seemed fo me somewhat strange.
He alleged all kinds of extravagances, hut
he did not mention one of them. I under-
stand that in another place the Leader of
the Opposition, when questioned on the
point, was not able to mention any single
instanee of extravagance. Mr. Gray did
say that during the term of Lahour Ad-
ministrations deficits had not been very
great, hut it is eurious that immediately
they left offiece iheir suecessors, in order
to rectify the situation confronting them,
had to ineur substantial defieits.

Ne-one wishes to spend money if it ean
be avoided. Take the point mentioned by
Sir Charles Latham. A Liberal-Conntry
Party Adminisiration assumed power in
1930, only to find that there was an error
of £1,000,000 in the Public Aceounts and
that a further £1,060,000 worth of trust
funds had been used. Thus there was a
difference of £2,000,000 for the one year,
and that had to be straightened out during
the depression period, It avails very little
and serves no good purpose if we indulge
in eritieism of what has been done in fhe
past. We must look to the future. If any
hon. member, irrespective of what party
he may belong to, can offer any suggestion
of means by which expenditure can be re-
duced, I am perfeetly sure that the Trea-
surer will be delighted with the proffered
assistance.

Hon. G. Fraser: You will get all that help
during the Address-in-reply debate.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I certainly
hope that the eriticism offered will be eon-
structive, because that is what helps con-
siderably in the administration of the af-
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fairs of government. It is quite true that
during my earlier remarks I mentioned the
question of inecreased costs and shorter
hours. Obviously, shorter hours of labour
must mean an enormous increase in costs,
As a matter of fact, the reduction of the
working week to 40 hours will probably
cost the Btate between £300,000 and
£600,000. Then there is the alarming rate
of increasing charges apparent on goods
and supplies.

Strange as it may seem, the workers do
not appear to realise that they are the ones
who are paying for it. The workers are
the only ones who can do so. We ere
very apt to speak of costs in terms of
money but, in point of faet, costs should
be considered in terms of lahour. The
greater the production in the lesser honrs,
the greater the wealth enjoyed by the ecom-
munity. The only way we can attain that
result is to expand production, and then
prosperity will inerease. We all appreciate
that fieures mean little in the consideration
of this question. Any astute aceountant
can fwist figures around to suit any pur-
pose. While we are in the habit of looking
upon wealth in terms of £ s d., we shall
always go astray. If we regard it in terms
of produnetion, we shall advance. We must
get people to understand that it is not the
£.5.d. wage they receive that will be of
advantage to them but rather the amount of
purchasing power that they ean enjoy for
the labour they perform. When we ean
attain that stage, it will be much better for
the people as a whole. If Mr. Gray would
peruse the latest quarterly report of the
Railways and Tramways Department, he
would notice the following extract:—

Earnings show increases of £04,100 for the
quarter and £491,200 for the nine months as
compared with last year, but the improvement
is overshadewed by the effects of the 40-hour
week, basic wage rises and increased payments
under industrial awards, which are reflected in
the heavy rise in working expenses.

Hon. E. M. Davies: Granted by the Arbi-
tration Court.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Of course,
cranted by the Arbitration Court. As soon
as people realise that the Arbitration Court
merely gives the worker an £. s d. wage
and not a purchasing power wage, which
can only be acquired by the worker as the
result of his own labour, they will then
realise that the goods they renuire will be

obtainable at cheaper prices. That is the
only way we can revert to more pleasant
conditions,

I am sure Mr. Gray will agree with me en-
tively when I say that wages 20 vears ago
were higher in purchasing power than pre-
sent day wages. The Government has heen
in power for only 12 months or se and the
charge cannot be reasonably made that it
is responsible for the inevease in eosts all
round. The existing position has been built
up over the years. No good purpese will
be served by blaming anyone and I trust
that members will assist the Government,
by their constructive criticism, to make
Western Australia veally and truly pro-
gressive and the leading State in the Com-
monwealth,

Question put and passed.
Bill read & second time.

In Commitlee, ele,

Bill passed through Commitiee without
dehate, reported without amendment and
the report adopted.

Bill read a third time and passed.
ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.

Second Day.
Dehate resnmed from the 22nd July.

HON. E. H. GRAY (West) [5.31): I
listened very carefully to what the Chief
Secretary said and noted that he asked for
eonstruetive eriticism. During the long period
I have bheen & member of this House I have
always tried to be fair and to offer construe-
tive eriticism. My record here will prove
that. As a matter of fact, in the bad old
days, when we were passing through the
financial depresion, I was severely eriticised
on one oceasion for heing of great assist-
ance to Bir James Mitehell’'s Government.

Before proceeding further, I join in
the welcome to the new members, twa
of whom are well-known metropolitan
husinessmen who have been prominent
in publie life for many years. I think we
shall find they will be of great assistance in
analysing the measures that will be brought
forward for our consideration. I feel sure
they will be of great help to the Chief
Secretary as he is piloting legislation
through the Chamber. I did not know Mr.
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Cunningham until he arrived on the opening
day of the session, but I consider he made a
splendid start. I wish him every suecess in
this Chamber.

I desire to congratulate Sir Frank Gibson
and Sir Charles Latham on the honour that
has been conferred upon them. RBoth have
earned it. The people of Fremantle, parti-
cularly those who have worked under Sir
Frank Gibson, will take the honour con-
ferred upon him as a recognition of their
work, too; because during the depression
vears and the serions times we passed
through in the war period, he led a eommittee
of men and women, of fairly large numbers,
who, T consider, did one of the best jobs per-
formed in the Commonwealth. Sir Charles
Latham has been a Minister of the Crown.
He is well known in every corner of Western
Australia and merits the honour bestowed
upon him.

Members will appreciate that I do not
want to talk for the sake of talking, but there
are some subjects we must speak on, and the
Address-in-reply gives us the opportonity to
express our views on what has happened dur-
ing the recess. It js my desire to obtain as
much information as I can from the Ministers
and also to try to make out a gase against
them. This, I think, will not be difficult
to do.

One uof the most serious problems facing
Australia foday is the coal shortage. The
Commonwealth is literally starving for cpal
and the shortage has compelled every State
to impose severe restrietions npon the use of
electric power, which has retarded produc-
tion. The problem is one of great magni-
tude, The three Governments of Queens-
land, Viectoria and South Australia are
making tremendous efforts to inerease their
coal supplies. The Queensland Government
is to be congratulated on pioneering a new
scheme to augment the coal supplies of that
State,

"Hon. J. A. Dimmitt: What is New South
Wales doing?

Hon, E. H. GRAY: New South Wales is
doing everything to overcome the diffienlty
and increase the quantity of coal produeed.

Hon, J. A. Dimmitt: With very poor
results.

Heon. E. H. GRAY: The three Govern-
menis I mentioned are doing outstanding
work in order to increase coal produetion.

Queensland, if successful, will be a wondex-
ful example ta all the States. I point out
that the work in that State is being done by
the Government, not by private enterprse.
That leads me to ask for an explanation
from the Chief Secretary as to why the
Black Diamond leases were restored to the
eoal company af Collie, In my opinion, that
was a major mistake in view of the fact that
the State was short of coal and that the
previous Government had taken the oppor-
tunity to retain the leases.

The present Government is to be censured,
in my opinion, for not adopting the plan of
the previous Government under which the
leases were to be transferred to the Electricity
Commission, which would thus have had an
opportunity of providing the coal which it re-
quires for its own use. The action of the
preseut Government will, in my opmion,
adversely affect every wheat farmer and dairy
farmer in the South-West and Great Sonth-
ern distriets. - It must impede the work of
the Electricity Commission. The Minister
may reply that the mining company under-
stands the business and will be able to exploit
the Black Diamond leases to better advant-
age than the Government can. T point out
that had the Victorian Government adopted
such an attitude, it would not have been able
to expleit the Yallourn coal deposits today.

The Chief Secretary: What is it cosfing
the Victorian Government?

Hon. E. H. GRAY: I have visited Yal-
fourn. It is an education for any person to
go there and study the marvellous transfor-
mation that has taken place in the way of
amenities provided for the men. The town-
ship has a theatre and a hostel and all the
profits of the town go to the Yallourn trust.

The Chief Seeretary: All the profits?

Hon. E. H. GRAY: All the profits made
from the business in the town,

The Chief Seeretary: Not the profits on
the coal?

Hon. E. H. GRAY: I am not talking about
coal in this connection, but about the business
undertakings and amenities at Yallourn, Vie-
toria would be in a had way had the Govern-
ment—and it was not a Labour Government
—nof exploited those wonderful brown coal
deposits, It will be diffieult for the Govern-
ment to explain why it handed the Black
Diamond leases back to the cos) eompany.
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What had the company done to deserve that
rich gift, beecnuse it is a rich gift? It is a
well-known fact that a prominent Perth con-
tractor isx operating the new open cut at
Collie. He probably knew nothing about the
coalmining industry when he started the
work.

The leases could have been worked by the
Electricity Commission, and the eoal pro-
duced used to light the towns in the South-
West and Great Southern districts and also
to supply power to the farmers, who will be
severely hampered by this major mistake. I
hope' the Minister will refer to this matter
when he replies, but I think he will have a
diffienlt job to justify the Government’s
action, particularly when we consider the
tremendous mistake made by the manage-
ment of the coal company lately. Many
people hlame the men for the trouble over
the horse, but [ challenge any member, par-
ticularly any country member, to uphold the
action taken by the coal company manage-
ment in regard to the animal,

The Chief Secretarv: We are waiting for
Mr. Gallagher to decide that.

Ion. E. H. GRAY: The trouble is over
now. Mr. Gallagher showed common sense.
Imagine a company endeavouring to settle
such a dispute and the manager getting his
own brother to make a report on the horse!
That is absolutely absurd.

The Chief Secretary: What do you sug-
gest the Government should have done?

Hon. E, H. GRAY: It should have done
what the vprevions Government did. The
previous Government had -trouble at Collie
and the Minister went down there to talk
with the men and also to talk plainly to the
manazement.

The Chief Seeretary: I did so in the
presence of the Leader of the Opposition
on a prior oceasion.

Hon. E. H. GRAY: I am desling with
the trouble about the horse. I ecannot
imegine any person unconnected with the
industry who could not eonvince the mine
management how ridiculous it was to pre-
cipitate industrial trouhle on the question
of the alleged fitness of a horse worth
about £15. We saw comments in the
Press on the matter by half a dozen busi-
nesg people, all of whom said they could
supply a horse for the work required. Mr.
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Baxter could have sent a horse from his
farm, or Mr. Craig from his.

Severnl members interjected,
The PRESIDENT: Order!

Hon. E. H. GRAY': This trouble has
caused severe imconvenience and loss to
people in the metropolitan area. Never-
theless, the (Government has been spoon-
feeding the coal company by restoving to
it these valuable leases. No-one outside the
Government knows why it was done. I
hope the Chief Secretary will make a
satisfactory explanation to the House,

The Chief Secretary; Did not the
Leader of the Opposition tell you that he
went to Collie and listened to what took
place?

Hon, E. H. GRAY: He cannot tell us.
The Government will not let him have the
files.

The Chief Secretary: He heard it all.
Hon. G.  Fraser: He wanted to know
what arrangemenis were made, but the

Government is not game to produce the
files.

The Chief Secrelary: Pardon me, he
asked for the files in the ordinary way.

The PRESIDENT: Qrder! Mr. Gray
will proceed.

Hon E. H. GRAY: I am cxtremely in-
terested, as many people know, in the
wheat question. In today’s issue of “The
West Anstralian” appears a report that the
Prasident of the United States is ecalling a
special session of Congress to consider the
re-imposition of controls, as well as to ask
Congress to concur in the International
‘Wheat Agreement.

It must be disconcerting to millions
of people to read in the Press that,
the United States Government is asking
farmers to rednce their wheat acreage
next year by eight per cent. Today they
have n earrv-over of 94,000,000 bushels.
Most people would wonder why this was so,
and those who do not know much about it
wounld say, “If they have any human feel-
ings at all, why do they not eancel all the
tourist traffic and fill the saloons and cabins
of the big liners going to Europe with
wheat, and give it fo them?” That will net
stand investigation. In a world where there
are 30,000,000 or 40,000,000 people starving,
it appears to be a real reflection on farmers,
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business men and Governments, There is a
tremendous surplus in America and yet in
face of the present starvation the farmers
of that country are being asked to reduec
their crops by eight per cent.!

Hon. J. A. Dimmitt: The Commonwealth
Government asked our fermers to do some-
thing like that two or three years ago.

Hon. E. H. GRAY : Yes, and it was a big
mistake, too. That is an iatroduction to the
questions I am going to ask the Honorary
Minister. We live in sueh difficult times
that those of us who hold responsible posi-
tions should not hesitate to Jead. I do not
think the Honorary Minister bas taken a
very strong attitnde on the wheat agree-
ment and the trouble we are in today be-
cause of the aititude of the U.B.A. in
refusing to come into the International
‘Wheat Agreement., The next thing was
that the United Kingdom had to drop out.
The wheat position of the world is now in a
state of flux, If America decides to come
in and sign the International Wheat Agree-
ment, it will be a big step forward, There
is every possibility of the agreement being
in operation in 36 countries.

Hon. Sir Charles Latham: Many of the

buying countries have not ratified the agree-
ment,

Hon. E. H. GRAY: It is necessary that
wheatgrowers in every country should come
to some agreement to have a stabilised mar-
keting scheme. The objection to the Com-
monwealth scheme, referred to by the Hon-
orary Minister who opposed it, is that the
Minister in charge has got too much power.
Under the scheme he has the right to say
“Yes” or “No.”

Hon. A. L. Loton: It gives the Minister
the power to direct.

Hon, E. H. GRAY: The argument is that,
if the Commonwealth scheme is agreed fo it
gives the Minister too much power in the
operations of the Wheat Marketing Bosrd.
Antieipating there would be considerable
tronble, the Honorary Minister introduced
a Bill last session—the Wheat Marketing
Bill—which we passed and which will be
implemented if the Western Australian
farmers require it. I think I read a state-
ment in the Press that the Honorary Min-
ister has refused to accept responsibility.
That is a sign of weakness. If anyone
today is in a position to direct or advise he

should say, “I advise you farmers of West-
ern Australia to support the Commonwealth
scheme.” As far as wheat farming opera-
tions are concerned, we are a small State
and ean do no good with a State scheme.
If the U.S.A. signed the International
Wheat Agreement and it came into exist-
ence, what would be the good of a State
scheme? We must have our Commonwealth
Government representative gn that scheme.
Therefore T am hoping—I think many
farmers have the same opinion—that the
United States will agree to eome inio the
International Wheat Agreement. The Com-
monwealth Government will then he the one
to handle matters.

Hon. G. W. Miles: That Governmenti gave
our wheat to New Zealand for 5s. 9d. a
bushel.

Hon. E. H. GRAY: That is a different
matter altogether from this. We passed a
measure last year giving the State Minister
far more power, or at least as much, in an
undergronnd way, than the Federal Minister
has today.

The Honorary Minister: That statement
is definitely untrue.

Hon. E. H. GRAY: T am sorry, but I do
not like that sort of language.

The Honorary Minister: I will withdraw
if you like, but you do not know what you
are talking about.

Hon, E. H. GRAY: The Honorary Min-
ister is a farmer and prides himself on be-
ing em authority on wheat.

The Honorary Minister: I have never
done so in my life.

Hon. E. H. GRAY: If I weré in the
Honorary Minister's position, I would give
advice and not say, “I will take no respon-
sibility. Let them take a ballot and please
themselves.” That is what he actually said.

The Honorarv Minister: You read the
seetion in te State Aet which defines the
Minister’s power of veto.

Fon. E. H. GRAY: It is contained in
Secsion 16. The Act can be used by any
unserupulous Minister.

Hon. Sir Charles Latham: There are not
any, surely.

Hon. E. H. GRAY: The Honorary Min-
ister will not frust the Federal Ministers.
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Hon. C. F. Baxter: This is not the Fed-
era]l House.

Hon, E. H. GRAY: Since T have been in
Parlinment, 1 cannot recall any Minister of
any Government, Liberal or Labour, who
has not taken his dutics seriously and done
his work properly according to his lights.

The Chief Secretary: But we look to

what mizht happen in the fuiure, do we
not?

Hon. E. H. GRAY: We are returned by
the public and we are not going to appoint
crooks as Ministers. Section 6, Sub-section
{2}, of the Wheat Marketing Aet provides—

The Board shall not put into operation or
commence to pat into operation any resolution
of the Board when the member nominated by
the Minister . . . . notifies the Board that in
his opinion te put the resolution info operation
will be reasonably likely to result in—

(a) jeapardising the repayment of any
advance under Section 20, paragraph {¢), or
Hecetion 37 of this Act, or

(b) the charging to consumers of wheat
in the Commonweunlth of Australia of a price
for wheat greater than—

{i) Export wvalue for Western Austra
lian wheat, or

(iiy The price for wheat fixed or reason-

ahly likely to be fixed pursuant te any Act

passed or reasonably likely to be passed
enabling the price-fixing of wheat.
The Honorary Minister: You
know what that means.

Hon. E. H. GRAY : Tt means that if the
Minister is the type of man that some
people think Mr. Pollard is, be can do any-
thing, He can stop the operations of the
board. The Minister ean recall the
Government represeniative at any time. If
he refuses to do what the Minister wants,
all the Minister has to do is to publish a
notice in the “Gazette” and the man is
finished, and another is put there. The other
member of the board is elected by the
farmers, But the Government representa-
tive can be taken from the board at any time
by the Governor, which means the Govern-
ment, and someone else put in his place.

The Honorary Minister: You do not
understand it.

Hon. E. H. GRAY : Section 12 provides—

The member nominated by the Minister
shall hold office during the pleasure of the
Governor.

do mnot

If anvthing goes wrong with the State
scheme, aceording to the Government, or the

Government decides to do something to stop
a man who appears to be doing something
contrary to Gevernment policy, it can with-
draw him from the board and put someone
there who is in aceord with its wishes,

The Honorary Minister; What power has
the Minister got over the farmers’ repre-
sentative?

Hon. E. H. GRAY: The important part
is Sub-section (2) of Section (16). The
Minister has no power over the farmers’
representative at all. That was put in the
Act to pacify the farmers. I saw the dan-
ger when it was passed.

The Honorary Minister:
object to it?

Hon. Sir Charles; Latham:
pacify them.

Hon. E. H. GRAY : ] believe the Govern-
ment should be the supreme authority in
the country. No board should bave the
power to infliet injustices on any section of
the eommunity, The Government should
have the power to step in and prevent it.
Under this section the Minister, who very
eloquently persuaded the farmers to adopt
it last year, ean do anything.

The Honorary Minister: Do you say he
can sell wheat to New Zealand at 10s. less
than it is worth?

Hon. E. H. GRAY : He can, if he chooses,
under this Act, make the legislation inopera-
tive and useless, if the board decides to de
something contrary to the wishes of the
Government. It is necessary thai the Gov-
ernment should have that power too, but it
would be a lot better for the Commonwealth
scheme to be approved. The farmers should
be ndvised. They have taken a ballot. Why
cannot the Honorary Minister review his
ideas on the matter?

The Honorary Minister: What ballot has
been taken?

Hon. E. H. GRAY;
taken,

The Honorary Minister: Do you not think
they should have the right to determine the
disposal of their own property?

Hon. E. H. GRAY: When we hold refer-
endums or elections, evervone who takes a
leading par{ in the community gets on the
platform and advises the people what they
should do, or does it through the Press.

‘Why did not yon

He wanted to

There is one to be
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The Honorary Minister: That 1s an insubt
to the wheatgrowers.

Hon. E. H. GRAY: This is an important
matter to the wheat farmers.

Hon. A. L. Loton: Do you not think the
owners should have some control over their
product?

Hon. E. H. GRAY: Yes, and they have
got it. Surely the farmers can trust the
Government,

The Honorary Minister: Not the Com-

monwealth Government.

Hon. E. H. GRAY : The personal honour
of each member of the Government returned
hy the people of Australia can be trusted.
If we agree to the Minister’s contention it
will be like the tail wagging the dog, Why
should the farmers have supreme control?

Hon. G. W. Miles: Of their own wheat?

Hon. E. H. GRAY: The farmers cannot
exigt withont the rest of the people. If
they decide not to have a scheme at all, they
will, in three or four years' time, be starv-
ing. This should be done as quickly as pos-
stble because every indieation in the world
today is to the effect that within two or three
years there will be a sharp reduetion in the
price of wheat. From Press reports I
have read, the Canadian harvest looks to
be fair.

Hon. Sir Charles Latham: It is very poor,
according to the reports.

Hon. E. H. GRAY: The Argentine hav-
vest will be excellent. The wheat harvest
in England is showing every sign of being a
bumper one.

The Honorary Minister: I do not think
your information is correet, exeept in regard
to America.

Hon. B. H. GRAY : The Honorary Minis-
ter will, no doubt, agree that, aceording to
the Press reports, the Canadian hartest is
not good, the harvest of Great Britain is
excellent and so is that of the Argentine,
and the European harvest is fairly good.

The Honorary Minister: You have for-
gotten about the imereased consumption in
the world.

Hon. E. H. GRAY: If the Honorary
Minister argues that there iz not likely to
be a reduetion in price, why does he want
a stabilising plant

The Honorary Minister: I am not having
a stabilising plan unless the farmers want
it, exeept a voluntary one. What is wrong
with that?

Hon. E. H. GRAY: Personally, I think
there is every indieation that within one or
two seasons there will be 2 very sharp re-
duction in the price of wheat.

The Honorary Minister; We heard that
years ago.

Hon, E. H. GRAY: Supplies in the
TUnited States this year are twice as large as
they were last yesr.

The Honorary Minister: Tell us the other
side of the story about the increased con-
sumption,

Hon. E. H. GRAY: If there is no danger
to tke price of wheat, why does the Honor-
ary Minister need a scheme at all? T think
he wil] agree that a marketing plan is neces-
sary in the interests of the farmer, the
public and the consumers. If we rely upen
a public demand and throw everything out
on the world’s markets, we will be reduced
to a state of affairs such as existed when I
was a farmer. T think the price was then
2s. 3d. per hushel and the priee of wheat
will get down te that figure unless we are
very careful. I want the Honorary Minis-
ter to advise the farmers to vote for the
Commonwealth scheme, as I think it is
sound, nof because it is a Commonwealth
Labour Government that is in power, but
because I consider jt is preferable for all
the States in the Commonwealth to work
together rather than for every State to im-
plement its own legistation.

The Honorary Minister: Mr. PPollard

wotld not agree to that.

Flon. E. H. GRAY: Yon wanted to keep
the Commonwealth ’\Imlster right out of the
picture.

The Honorary Minister: T hope the majo-
rity of wheatgrowers in Australia will agree
with my view,

Hon. E. H. GRAY: T think the Honor-
ary Minister has made a mistake.

The_Honoraﬁv Minister: Tell us about the
stock feed position.

The PRESIDENT: Order! I would like
hon. members to allow Mr, Gray to finish
his sncech without interruption.

Hon. E. H. GRAY: I am very interested
in the wheat industry and I would like to
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ask the Honorary Minister whether any con-
sideration has been given to the suggestions
1 made last year and which were recom.
mended by an expert from London, for a
scheme for the grading of wheat. I have
not read anything about it nor have I had
any information from the Government, bui
I consider the seheme was absolutely neces-
sary not only in the interests of the publie
but also in the interests of the farmers
themselves.

If there is in future a greater consump-
tion in the Asiatic.countries there will be
inereased competition from other wheat pro-
ducing countries, and unless we ¢an pro-
duce and sell wheat under a guarantee for
white bread, biscuits or cakes, we shall lose
our present markets, and that will be a
great disadvantage to the farmers of Awus-
tralia and particularly to the farmers of
Western Australia, I am not now quoting
" my own opinions but the opinions of the
most eminent awthority in the British
Empire. He recommended, in the interests
of the farmers and the publie, that wheat
should be graded, but I have heard nothing
aboul it sinee my remarks last session,
althongh New South Wales has instituted a
trial on a small seale this year.

In the Lieut.-Goverror's Speech there is
an interesting paragraph on the War Ser.
vice Land Settlement Seheme. The Lieut.-
Governor mentioned that 110 wheat and
sheep farms, 68 dairy farms and two pouliry
farms, making a total of 180, have been
allotted, and that 28 additional farms are
to be allotted in the near future. The
Minister for Lands made a Press statement
to the effect that 285 properties have been
purehased at a cost of £1,875,000, and that
offers of properties for sale are still being
received at the same rate as last year. The
disturhing fact is that there are 1,279
approved applicants for farms, 416 appli-
canis requiring practical training, and 199
still to he classifietd—this makes a total of
1,894—who are still awaiting properties.

The Honorary Minister: Give the Cham-
ber the figzures for 15 months ago.

Hon. E. H. GRAY: Tt is no good talking
about 15 months ago.

The Honorary Minister: I want a com-
parison.

Hon. E. H. GRAY: I am trying to give
some construetive eriticism. It wag not too

good at that stage, but it is a Common-
wealth proposal and it is a streamlined
scheme. They are not going to commit the
mistakes which we made in our land settle-
ment scheme, and I am offering & suggestion
which might improve the present arrange-
ments. The Minister also announced that
the board is preparing plans for the deve-
lopment of Crown lands, which is to operate
as soon ag equipment is available, I under-
stand information has been given in this
Chamber that these farms are prepared for
the applicants and the houses are huily for
them before they take over the properties.

In view of the shortage of skilled irades-
men, would the Minister give some econ-
sideration to approved applicants building
their own homes, as I consider it would be
of great assistance in view of the definite
shortage of skilled men in the building in-
dusiry. In the early days and even in my
time, men built their own houses in the hush
and had to do all the pioneering, Very
often in those early days homes were built
from bush timber. When the Agricultural
Bank commenced operations these men were
able to obtain a loan to purchase materials
to erect their own homes, which they built
themselves. Surely among the 1,800 men
there would be 400 or 500 who would be
capable and willing to build their own homes
if the materials were made available. This
would appreciably assist the quicker settle-
ment of men under this scheme, and I would
ask the Minister to give some consideration
to that suggestion. To my own knowledge
of what was done about 30 years ago in
thig State there was, and I think there still
is, a class of seftler who will build his own
home if giver the materials. In common
with other members, T am very perturbed
about the unfortunate incident which re-
cently oecurred in the milk industry.

The Honorary Minister: Why rake that
up?

Hon. E, H. GRAY: When thousands of
people were without milk, I cannot under-
stand why this state of affairs was allowed
to continue, and I want fo express my indig-
nation at the co-operative society involved
in the hold-up. I would like the Minister
to make investigations, for, in my opinion,
it is the first time in the history of the co-
operative movement that such an action has
taken place. The Pascomi Company and
other depots shonld have been strong enough
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to bave stopped those “goats” from acting
so foolishly.

The Honorary Minister: You do not blame
the Government for that?®

Hon. E. H. GRAY: No, but I think the
Minister should bhave made a Press state-
ment about the Pascomi Company. This
company is & branch of Westralian Farmers
Ltd., and for it to participate in such a
genseless strike, which was a danger to the
young people and hbabies of the metropoli-
tan area, was a disgrace. I have taken an
interest in the co-operative movement for
many years, and I have never known a
branch of that movement to do such a des-
picable thing. This company should have
been drastically castigated by the Govern-
ment.

"Hon. @. Fraser: I thought you were going
to criticise the Government for the handling
of the situation.

The Honorary Minister: We took steps
to break up the strike,

Hon. E. H. GRAY : I consider the action
of the retailers was & challenge to the Gov-
ernment and that the Government should
put into operation the recommendations of
the Royal Commissioner because the retailers
in the metropolitan area let the people down
very badly. Legislation should be intro-
duced to give the Milk Board power to
take over and analyse the milk supply and
distribution in the metropelitan aren along
the lines of New Zealand. The Government
cannot afford to ignore this question, and
the recommendation is in the Royal Commis-
sioner’s report. I consider that legislation
should be brought forward and early steps
taken to control the distribution of milk
in the metropolitan area.

The Honorary Minister: Are you going
te commend the Government for keeping
down the price of milk to the consumer?

Hon. E. H. GRAY: Yes. I have a very
high opinion of Mr. Stannard who was the
Royal Commissioner and is also chairman
of the Milk Board, for I consider the Milk
Board is doing a very good job.

The Honorary Minister: All that was in
his mind was to keep the price down fto the
consumer,

Hon. E. H. GRAY: I would now like to
refer to the building position. The unfor-
tunate fact is—and I am not criticising any-

body—that the housing position is woxse
now than it was 12 moaths ago.

Hon. @, Fraser: It is a long way worse,

Hop. E. H. GRAY: That is not the fault
of the Gtovernment. It has a national effect,
but there are thousands of peeple who are
living in deplorable circumstances. Last
quarter the returns were slightly better and
I wish to commend the Governmeni for in-
troducing the expansible home.

Hon. @, Fraser: It is not worth twopence
as far as | am concerned.

Hon, E. H. GRAY: I think it is a good
idea.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Hon. E. H. GRAY: Before I proceed to
deal further with the matters I was diseuss-
ing before the ten adjournment, I should
like to express my regret at the loss of Sir
Hal Colebatch from this Chamber. He
proved himself to be a great student of
publi¢ affairs and his speeches were always
enlightening and were listened to with great
attention. No doubt his journalistic train-
ing gave him a tremendous advantage in
debate. Indeed, Sir Hal was an astute de-
bater. He was absolutely fair, and no
matter what party a man may belong fo, if
he wishes to he a good debater he must keep
bis wits sharp, and that is what Sir Hal
did.

To hold his own as a speech maker, a man
must be called upon to keep all the points
at issue well in mind so as to provide no
loophole through which he can be attacked.
There is no doubt that Sir Hal was of great
assislance in this Chamber. He was a very
keen supporter of the Government. He
had jdeas that were far ahead of the
Liberal Government and I think he fell into
disgrace hecause he tried to include in his
campaign provision for a wider franchise
for the Upper House. He rendered great
service hoth as a Senator, a member of
Parliament, a Minister and as Agent General
for Western Australia.

At the tea suspension I was referring to
the housing position and was talking about
the cost of building. Some objection has
been raised to what are known as expausible
houses; that is, the eonstrnetion of part of a
house such as was earried out in earlier times,
In those days meny young married couples
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wanted theit own homes. They had not the
means to enable them to employ a builder
and it was decided that the young husband
should build the house. That appertained
particularly on the Goldfields as well ag in
other parts of Australia,

Generally speaking, the young people
were permitted to butld a lean-to as the baek
portien of the house, with the result that over
the vears the. dwellings were never really
finished. If it became necessary for a
family to move to some other cenire and
follow their employmentf, these lean-to
shantics wore left behind and gradually
created a slum condition. Although Mr.
Fraser does not agree with me, I think the
present proposal would be a distinet advant-
age in ameliorating the housing trouble.

Hon. G. Fraser: How do you think people
wonld finish their houses if they had insuffi-
cient means?

Hon. E. H. GRAY: The Housing Com-
misson will see that these homes are properly
built and that thore is adequate accommoda-
tion for a man, his wife and one child.
Semething out of the ordinary will have to
he done to eope with the distressing posi-
tion found in the metropolitan area. T
could quote dozens of instances where the
present conditions are inimiecal to the pro-
gress and health of the people conecerned
and of their children, especially when there
are three children in one room and only a
small kitchen attached to the building. The
rentals are generally exhorbitant. Under
such conditions the youngsters are not given
a chanve to develop and their mothers are
greatly handieapped.

1 am not reflecting on anyone, but I am
informed  that the housing shortage i
as bal today as it wag 12 months ago,
that applications are still coming in and will
continue to do so. The Minister for Hous-
ing, in some comparative fizures he gave
for the June quarter, stated that 602 houses
were then built during this vear eompared
with 480 bailt in 1947 and 295 built in 1946
for n wimilar period.
the ordinary will have to be done to cope
with the desperate shortage of houses. I
am sure I have the support of thousands of
people when I say that the Commission
made a sood start with the idea of allowing
expansihle homes to he built,

Hon. G. Frager: You know you are advo-
-eating the starting of slums.

Something out of °

Hon. E. H. GRAY: I do not think so,
provided the scheme is properly laid down
and properly controlled. It is quite differ-
ent from the old idea of an expansible house,
namely, starting with two reoms, a lean-to
and a kitechen, which was intended to be the
back portion of the house but whieh wns
never finished. Under the new scheme the
front portion of the house will be built first
and proper arrangements made for extensions
ag the fomily grows. That would bo & lot
better than allowing hundreds of young
married people, as well as older people, to
live in crowded tenements with erude sani-
tation and everything that offers disabilities.

A coniradictory statement by the Minis-
ter appeared in the Press recently with re-
gard to the release of bricks. Apparently
a Mr. Schwenke, o brick munufaeturer, com-
plained that he could not sell the bricks he
had made. I think the Minister for Housing
made a very definite statement. We have
to recognise that the Housing Commission
is working under very difficult cireumstances
with its officers scattcred all over the place.
It looks as though there was some misear-
riage of instruction with regard to the bricks,
because I met & man who wanted to build in
o timber yard the other day, and he could
not find the necessary bricks. I told him
there were plenty of brieks and sent him te
the Housing Commission. He later said
that he did not seem to be able to get them.

Mr. Sehwenke was very definite in his
Press statement with regard to it. With the
rapid completion of the new aceommodation
for the Housing Commission it will bg much
bettor for the publie, and far easier for the
stalf to deal with the work they have to do in
connection with the tremendous number of
applicants for houses and building permits.
I have dealt with coal, bricks, milk, housing
and wheat. I now propose to say a word or
two with regard to fish, which should appeal
to the North-West members particularly.

Hon. G. W. Miles: Bread, too?

Hon. E. H. GRAY : I am not going lo deal
with bread because I might be here till
midnight. There is ever-growing dissatis-
faction with regard to the fish position. Mr.
Johuson, the manager of the Metropolitan
Fisheries Company, made a statement in last
Saturday’s paper that there was over £6,000
worth of fish in the freezing chambers of
the Perth metropolitan area, and that boats
were being tied up and men were unable to



[28 JuLy, 1948.] 91

carry on their occupations because of the
zlut of fish.

He said that first-grade fish from Shark
Bay is being sold wholesale it the Metropoli-
tan Markets for 5%d « pound and there has
heen no reduction in the retail price in the
shops. Local fillets and bream are costing
2s. 3d. a pound, dhu-fish 3s. 7d. a pound,
and snapper 3s 4d. a pound. Surely this
statement by & responsible business man
should he investigated beecause it seems in-
credible that fish should be sold wholesale
at 51%d, a pound, including dhu-fish and
snapper, and retailed at 3s, 4d. a pound.

Hon. W. R. Hall. What have they done
with all the crayfish down your way?

Hort E. H. GRAY: I think the imported
fish is being sold at 1s. 9%d, a pound and
that must have a decided effect on the sale
of fresh fish. This statement has been made by
n responsible business man, and although, of
course, the control of the price of fish is
under the Commonyealth at the present time,
T thiok some steps should bhe made by the
Government to see that an examination is
made of this statement not only in the in-
terests of the large number of new men who
have started fishing, but in the interests of
the public who are paying this enormous
price. If this man's statement is corvect it
scems incredible to me and it should he
examined. 1 hope the Minister will issue in-
struetions for infquiries to be made by the
controlling officers. There is, of course, for
many months, a high price obtainable for
fish in Perth and particalarly for fresh fish.

There is one other subjeet I wish to deal
with. I vefer to the impending visit of Siv
Patrick Abercrombie, the leading British
authority on town planning. During the
night, I have Dbeen critieising the Govern-
ment, but I wish to commend Ministers on
adopting the suggestion of the Town Plan-
ning Commissioner that Sir Patrick Aber-
crombie should come to Perth when he visits
Australia at the invitation of the Common-
wealth Government.

The Town Planning Commissioner has
suggested that all the details of the town
planning scheme should be submitted to Sir
Patrick for his opinion. This should, I
think, have the effect of either substantiat-
ing or otherwise the stand taken by the
Town Planning Commissioner, and the
many arguments he has had with the various
local authorities, particularly the Perth City
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Council. I think he got on very well with
the Fremantle City Council, but there have
been tremendous arguments between him and
the Perth City Council. The advice of
this eminent authority on town planning
schemes will be most weleome and should
be of great assistance to the aunthorities.

If the Perth City Counecil or any other loeal
nuthority were proved to be right, the Town
Planning Commissioner could withdraw his
opposition. On the other hand, if the Town
Planning Commissioner were proved to be
right, the Government could go ahead and
implement the decision. At this stage when
an increase in industries, particularly in the
metropolitan area, is impending, it is highly
desirable that these differences shonld be
reconciled once and for all. I know some-
thing about these dispufes because, when
Labour was in office, I had charge of the
Town Planning Department. Therefore I
say it would be an excellent idea to get the
opinion of this eminent authority so that
the various conflicting opinions might be
reconciled and a definite scheme adopted.

Another matter to which I wish to refer
is that of education. Anyone with the
slighest knowledge of the position will
realise the difficulty confronting the Edueca-
tion Deparfment. In spite of all the depart-
ment’s efforts to increase the number of
teachers available, the result is largely nuolli-
tied owing to the large number of teachers
who leave to get marrvied. I understand
that the Training College has abomt 440
trainees, of whom 230 are expected to be-
come teachers, and the Msaister announced
at Busselton recently that the net gain from
that total would be only 70, owing to the
losses throngh resignations. This is a very
disturbing position, and the department
cannot undertake to reduce the size of
elasses, ns arranged for, until the shortage
of teachers is overcome,

I should like to ask the Chief Secretary
whether any attempt has been made to ob-
tain teachers from the ‘0ld Country, from

"the BEastern States or from New Zealand.

I believe there is a shortage of teachers
everywhere, but it might be possible to per-
suade families containing one or two
teachers to come here from the United King-
dom. If it were made known that there
were opportunities here for the teacher
members of the family to obtoin posts in
this State, it might prove sufficient induce-
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ment for the whole family to migrate. In
this way we might be able to get a desirable
class of migrants. ‘

Hon. L. Craig: What about housing for
them?

Hon. E. H. GRAY: That is another
problem. 1 appreciate the great difficulties
that confront the FEdueation Department
and I think the Government ought to ex-
haust all possible avennes to obtain addi-
tional teachers. With a net gain of only 70
teachers and a present shortage of over 200,
it will take yecars to gvercome the shortage
unless other means are adopted to meet the
difliculty. I understand that the Housing
Commission had an idea of obtaining skilled
married tradesmen—ecarpenters and builders
—from the Old Country,

Hon. L. Craig: The unions will
allow them to come in.

Ilon. B. II. GRAY: Yes, they will
The hon. member should not make a state-
ment like that.

Hon. L. Craig: Some of the unions chject.

Hon. E. H. GRAY: If skilled tradesmen
come here, they will be welcomed by the
unions concerned.

Hon, G. W. Miles: Then that has hap-
pened only in recent years,

Hon. E. H. GRAY: We should deal with
the present instead of digging up the past.
The reason given by the Housing Commis-
sion is that accommodation eannot he pro-
vided for migrants while so many of our
own people require homes. I do not know
how long it would take a man to build a
house, but I suppose that if he worked
single-handed, he would need about twe
months. If we could persuade, say, three
bricklavers and three carpenters at a time
to come here and could provide ncecommoda-
tion for them in fiats, they would at once be
put on to the job of building homes.

not

The Commission should set aside a few
houses for such migrants and, if this were
done, I believe there would be no difficulty
whatever in obtaining skilled carpenters and
bricklayers, and as many of them as we
wanted. The Agent General for Wesiern
Australia, Mr. Kitson, will tell us that.
Only yesterday I received a letter from him.
Such men are keen to come here, but are
barred beecause the person nominating

migrants must be prepared to provide
aceommodation for them before they are
permitted to leave the Old Country. I sug-
gest that we depart from the old poliey and
make, say, half a dozen flats available for
such migrants, and thus arrange to have a
few skilled men coming here all the time.
It would he an excellent investment and, T
believe, would produce results.

The report issued by the Royal Commis-
sion on Workers’ Compensation is a very
interesting one and has received a good deal
of attention from organised Labour and
employers, The recommendations are of
great importance to the workers. I should
like the Chief Secretary to inform us
whether the Government has given any
thonght to the reeommendations of the Com-
mission and whether it proposes to introduce
legislation along the lines suggested.

The Honorary Minister: I am surprised
at you, an ex-Minister, asking for that in-
formation.

Hon. E. H. GRAY: The matter is men-
tioned in the Lieut.-Governor's Speech.

The Honorary Minister: But you cannot
expect the Government to disclose what it
proposes to pub in a Bill.

Hon. E. H. GRAY: The Chief Secretary
could tell us whether the Government in-
tends to introduce legislation. I assure the
Honorary Minister that the report of the
Royal Commission affects many workers and
has created widespread intercst. If the
Minister made a statement that the report
was being considered and that legislation
would he introduced, the announcement
wonld be welcomed hy the workers of this
State. I support the motion.

On motion by Hon. . W. Miles, debate
adjourned.

House adjourned at 7.55 p.m,



